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Specific Language Abilities. — Specific language abilities
are described in anecdotal records of individual babies, in
reports of observation of children in natural situations, and
in standardized tests. Tiedemann's child, when one year and
four months old, showed his understanding of a variety of
phrases, such as "fetch that," "leave that alone," "swat the
fly," by accompanying the words with the appropriate
actions.
Gesell reported that 65 to 84 per cent of the two-year-old
children examined could "relate simple experiences or re-
cent occurrences," "ask for things at table by name," "name
five familiar objects such as key, penny, watch," "tell their
first names, respond correctly to two out of five commands
which test comprehension of prepositions, and listen to
stories with pictures."
The new revision of the Stanford revision of the Binet
test includes the following language abilities on the two-
year-old level: identifying objects by name, identifying parts
of the body, naming pictures of common objects, using
spontaneously word combinations, and obeying simple com-
mands.27 All of these test items require the ability to under-
stand or use words.
The mother may expect her two-year-old child to obey
when he is told to put the ball in the box, to put the coat on
the chair, to put the plate on the table, to show his tongue,
and to carry out similar, simple commands expressed in
words with which he is thoroughly familiar. The command
should be given slowly and distinctly while the child's atten-
tion is fixed on the speaker.
Laughing and Smiling, —r Laughing and smiling consti-
tute an expressive language that communicates our feeling
to others all through life. The smile sometimes seen at birth
is no more truly a real smile than the fixed humorous ex-
pression on the face of Victor Hugo's Homme Qui Rit. It is
merely a mechanical movement of the facial muscles. The
first real smile may be expected during the second month of
27 Lewis M. Ternian and Maud A. Merrill, Measuring Intelligence, pp,
75-77. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1937.

